
SEPTEMBER 2009 
Welcome to our September newsletter! It’s been a quiet month with a lot of people gone for  vacations 
and summer activities. We’ve been busy collecting items for our Christmas Stocking Project and we’ll 

update you on that in this issue. Also, we have lots of new heroes waiting to be adopted.  The new mem-
ber applications have been coming in steadily and by the time you read this newsletter, we’ll have 400 

members!!!! More and more people are finding us via internet search, word of mouth, through their mili-
tary support systems, on Facebook, on the radio and in the newspaper!  Thank you to everyone who has 

helped us spread the word!  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING OUR NON-PROFIT STAT US 
 

When we started this group, Lana and I promised each other and everyone else that we would keep all 
of our members informed about anything that happened within the group. So, for that reason, we want 
to update everyone on what is happening. It’s nothing bad, so never fear! After speaking with an attor-
ney for some advice about non-profit businesses in New York State, we have decided to withdraw our 
non-profit status. I’ll explain what all that means and what it involves. Tell Them Thanks will continue 

to operate as it has from the beginning.   There will be no changes as far as that goes. 
  

The attorney told us that the state of NY makes it VERY difficult for businesses to become non-profit. 
They also make the annual tax filing very difficult, so much so that individuals cannot fill out the forms 
themselves, and accountants are charging upwards of $3000.00 just to prepare these tax returns. We did 

not have this information when we first started the group, needless to say! After having the group in 
operation since the end of January, we have come to realize that there are very few benefits to being 
non-profit. It’s true that we could possibly get “matching” donations from large companies, we could 
potentially receive donations from individuals who will only donate to non-profits, and we could be 

listed on the America Supports You website.  Honestly, we are doing fine without being listed on that 
website… we have more than enough service members to adopt out right now.  SO, given the difficulty 
with preparing the taxes each year, and the paperwork involved, and the EXPENSE, we have decided to 

withdraw our non-profit status application. 
 

However, we are still a tax-exempt business that is registered with the IRS as such. We will still claim 
any and all donations or contributions made to the group.  As long as they remain under $5000 a year, 

we will not have to pay taxes on those contributions.   
In light of that news, we need to ask that anyone who donates to the Christmas Stocking project 

please give us an idea of how much your items cost. I realize it’s probably too late to collect      
receipts for everything but, if you can give us an idea, that would be a great help.  

 
So now we just have to get used to saying that Tell Them Thanks is a troop support organization, not a 
non-profit. I think we can handle that! JAs always, if anyone has any questions, please feel free to post 
them on the forum or email us. We’re happy to answer any questions or address any concerns that you 

may have! This information will also be posted on the forum.  



CHRISTMAS STOCKING PROJECT 
 

As we reported in our last newsletter, we plan to fill 50 Christmas stockings this year and send 
them to our Heroes.   

Here’s an update on what we have, what’s been promised, and what we still need. 
 

We have:  Tuna Packets, Popcorn, Pocket-Size Kleenex, Gum, Tic Tacs, Toothpaste, 
Toothbrushes, Individually Wrapped Hard Candy, Bite-Size Candy Bars,  
personal size mouthwash, Q-tips, the Stockings, and $40 Postage Help. 

 
We have promised:  Slim Jims, Granola Bars, Hot Chocolate, Chocolate-Covered Spoons, 
Candy Canes, Cookie Packs, Floss, Mouthwash, Personal Size Wipes, a Dice Game, 10 Lip 

Balm, Personal Size Shampoo. 
 

We Still Need:  40 Lip Balm, 40 Conditioner (not hotel samples – personal size from 99-cent 
bins), and money for postage or filling in items we don’t receive. 

 
We would appreciate receiving anything you can send by October 15 so that we can as-

sess our needs and do our fill-in shopping.                                                                                     
Send to Tell Them Thanks, P.O. Box 222, Williamsport, PA 17703.                                                

Marines of the 8th Engineer Support Battalion 
in Afghanistan, after receiving care packages 
from their Tell Them Thanks adopters!  

The 8th ESB 

HOW TO REACH US: 
TellThemThanks@yahoo.com 

Our web site: www.TellThemThanks.com 


